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Mountain Home Public Library Naming Opportunities 
 

The Mountain Home Public Library Board of Trustees may recognize the generosity of individuals, 

corporations, foundations, and other donors by offering naming rights to collections, branches, or 

portions of a branch. Naming opportunities are intended to honor individuals or entities for their 

significant service to the Library or to the Mountain Home community. 

1. Authority to Name 

The Library Board of Trustees holds the sole authority to name all library branches, collections, or 

portions of a facility. Due to the importance of naming public facilities, the Trustees reserve the right to 

decline any gift or reject any naming proposal. All naming opportunities will be considered on a case-by-

case basis, and the Library Director will recommend all naming inquiries to the Board. The Trustees will 

evaluate these proposals using the following criteria: 

2. Naming Criteria 

1. Preference for Facility Names: Preference will be given to names that reflect the geography, 

historical significance, or cultural heritage of the neighborhood or community the library serves. 

2. Donations for Naming Rights: The Library Board will consider naming rights for individuals or 

families who make a significant donation to the Library. A "substantial" donation is typically 

defined as one-half or more of the total cost of construction or renovation of a facility or 

project. The Board may also consider donations at other levels on a case-by-case basis, 

considering the scope and impact of the contribution. 

3. Honoring Individuals for Service: The Board may choose to honor an individual who has made 

substantial contributions to the public library’s mission, particularly if the individual has 

demonstrated leadership, service, or vision within the Mountain Home area or the state of 

Idaho. This honor is typically reserved for individuals who are deceased. 

4. Naming Rights for Organizations: The name of a company, product, or service will not typically 

be considered for library facilities. However, the Board may recognize corporate donors in other 

ways, such as through plaques or public acknowledgment. 

5. Temporary or Changing Names: A facility name may be changed or terminated in the future due 

to extraordinary or unforeseen circumstances (e.g., legal, ethical, or reputational concerns). The 

Board will review such situations on a case-by-case basis. 

3. Subcommittee for Naming Recommendations 

The Library Board may form a subcommittee to review and recommend naming opportunities. The 

subcommittee will consist of: 

• Two Library Board members 

• Two appointees by the Mayor  



Policy Section 6.00 

Number 6.02 

Page 2/2 
Effective 12-05-2024 

Revised 12-05-2024 

 
 

• Two neighborhood representatives (recommended by the Library Board and approved by the 

Mayor) 

• The Library Director 

The subcommittee’s recommendations will be reviewed and voted on by the Library Board of Trustees 

at a regularly scheduled meeting. The decision will be made by majority vote, considering the 

significance of the donation or contribution, as well as the community impact. 

4. Public Input and Transparency 

In order to ensure the naming process reflects the values of the community, the Board may gather 

public input before making decisions about naming opportunities. This may include hosting public 

hearings, surveys, or other methods of gathering community feedback. 

5. Limitations on Naming Rights 

The Library Board will not grant naming rights to any living individual. Exceptions may be made for 

recognition of contributions in other forms, such as plaques or dedications, but naming rights will 

generally be reserved for individuals who are deceased or for organizations that have made an 

extraordinary impact. 

6. Ethical Considerations 

The Library Board will take into account ethical considerations when evaluating naming rights requests. 

This includes ensuring that all names align with the Library’s mission, values, and commitment to serving 

the community in a fair, inclusive, and neutral manner. The Board will also consider whether any named 

individual, entity, or organization has been involved in actions or behaviors that may contradict the 

library’s core values. 

7. Recognition of Donors 

The Library Director will be responsible for determining the manner in which a name is recognized, 

including signage, plaques, or other methods of acknowledgment. All recognition will be consistent with 

the Library’s mission and values and will reflect the donor’s contribution in a dignified and meaningful 

way. 

8. Review Process for Naming Requests 

Naming requests and donations will be assessed on an individual basis, taking into account the financial 

contribution, the significance of the individual(s) or organization to the community, and the alignment 

with the Library’s mission. The final decision will be made by the Library Board of Trustees through a 

majority vote. 


