
  
Guest Speaker Notes  

2/7/2025 

Present: Secretary Jacob Jamieson, Councilmember Allyson Hennis, Councilmember Maddison 

Beauchamp 

 
Guest Speaker, Rod Dudley from Bridging the Gap accompanied by Terri Manduca  

• Purpose of Bridging the Gap is to bring awareness about bulling and suicide issues  
• Not a private group but a community conversation 
• Believes… 

o the main cause of suicide is a loss of hope  
o parents are the gap 
o teens need more guidance 
o parents are frustrated with the lack of help 

• When responding to a bully you should first ask yourself, “Do I know their story?” 
• Rod asked the council to think about what kids can do to help their parents help 

them?” 
• “What is you platform?” 

o Councils response- 
▪ To be a voice for the youth 
▪ Its important her us to feel heard and not shoved off for being young 

• Rod asked “What’s you megaphone?”  
o Think about it, be brave, and use your 3 minutes at city council meetings to 

sharing it 
• Introduce the idea for a AFAD float to highlight the ones we love and lost to suicide  
• Presented the council with Bridging the Gap t-shirts donated by Terri.  


