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Book 
Nerd

The 2026 Extreme Book Nerd challenge launches on January 6, 2026, and runs through
December 21, 2026.
 
Registration will start on January 6th at 9:00 am on our website, www.mhlibrary.org. You
must register to be eligible to receive the completion prize. 
OFFICIAL RULES
50 books in 50 weeks in 50 categories*

Guidelines: 
Books must be read between
Only one book per category for a total of 50 books in 50 weeks, to be completely read
by December 21st. 
Must be a Mountain Home Public Library cardholder to be eligible to win the
completion prize. 

Library card cannot be expired or have over $9.99 in fines. 
All books read for the challenge must be recorded with the title, author, and finished
date for each book listed with each category. 

Reading logs are available for print on our website or can be picked up from the
front desk at the library.
You may use any tracking form you wish as long as it can be printed and includes
each book’s title, author,  finished date, and the category it falls under. 

Books read for other reading groups and programs can be counted toward this
challenge as long as they fit into one of the categories and have been read between
January 6  and December 21  of 2026. th st

Audiobooks may be used for any category unless otherwise noted. 
Books must be rated at a sixth-grade reading level or higher and 50 pages in length or
longer to be counted toward the challenge. 
Tracking forms will NOT be accepted after 

Completion Prize:  
Participants who finish all 50 books from all 50 categories and turn in their printed
tracking sheet no later than December 21st will receive a water bottle with the 2026
Extreme Book Nerd logo on it AND a Mountain Home Public Library exclusive “black
card” library card. ("black cards" are only issued for the first time a challenge is
completed)

December 21, 2026.

 January 6, 2026 and December 21, 2026.



2026 Extreme Book Nerd Challenge
categories are books...

1. …with a culinary theme. 
2. …with a “Carnegie Library” stamp.
3. …that includes climate change or a natural
    disaster. 
4. …whose main character uses an
    animal/creature for transportation. 
5. …with less than 200 pages. 
6. …written by a comedian. 
7. …that won a Goodreads’ Choice Award
    between 2020 and 2025.
8. …that includes dinosaurs, archaeology, or
    paleontology.
9. …about or including travel. 
10. …written by a local author.
11. …written by more than one author. 
12. …set during a war.
13. …with a character that you share the
      same name with. 
14. …you’ve seen being read in a movie or tv
      series. 
15. …with a bathtub on the cover.
16. …with an epigraph. 
17. …with a cover that makes you smile. 
18. …with a Cardinal/Ordinal Direction in the
      title.
19. …with a final sentence containing only 6
      words or less. 
20. …set in the summertime.
21. …with sprayed edges. 
22. …to complete a trilogy (Bk #1)
23. …to complete a trilogy (Bk #2)
24. …to complete a trilogy (Bk #3)
25. …with more than a million copies sold. 
26. …from the ICfL Let’s Talk About It Program
      Pages & Palates book list.

27. …you’ve suggested to someone but
      have not read yourself.
28. …about the Declaration of
      Independence.  
29. …chosen off the shelf by a child too
      young to read. 
30. …you bought in 2025 but have not
      read yet. 
31. …that has been challenged/banned.
32. …that’s a spy thriller. 
33. …set during a celebration.  
34. …with the author’s picture on the back
      cover. 
35. …that includes a robot. 
36. …with a Z in the title. 
37. …by an author recommended on
      Literature Map based off your favorite
      author.  
38. ...nonfiction, about something you fear. 
39. …published in 2026. 
40. …that’s a parody. 
41. …from the YA/teen section. 
42. …you’ve anticipated reading.  
43. …that was published the year you were
      born.
44. …set on a ranch or farm.
45. …that’s Pop Culture Nonfiction.
46. …set in or by an author from Michigan,
      U.S.’s 26  state. th

47. …by an author with Indigenous
      heritage. 
48. …that’s genre-bending.
49. …from the Mountain Home Library
      Book Club 2026 reading list.
50. …that includes “lesser-known or little-
      known” history

**If you have read everything you bought,
reward yourself with a book of your choice. 

**Travel is a trip  for business or
pleasure, staying more than 24 hours

but less than a year.



Name:_________________________  Phone #: ________________

13. …with a character that you
share the same name with.

15. …with a bathtub on the
cover.
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8. …that includes dinosaurs,
archaeology, or paleontology.

21. …with sprayed edges. 

1. …with a culinary theme. 

6. …written by a comedian. 

2. …with a “Carnegie
Library” stamp.

Read a book...

4. …whose main character uses
an animal/creature for

transportation. 

3. …that includes climate
change or a natural disaster. 

5. …with less than 200 pages. 

7. …that won Goodreads’
Choice Award between 2020

and 2025.

9. …about or including travel. 

12. …set during a war.
11. …written by more than one

author. 

14. …you’ve seen being read in
a movie or tv series. 

16. …with an epigraph. 18. …with a Cardinal/Ordinal
Direction in the title.

17. …with a cover that makes
you smile. 

19. …with a final sentence
containing only 6 words or

less. 
20. …set in the summertime.

Fill in each space with the title, author, and date book is completed. 

10. …written by a local
author.

**Travel is a trip for business or pleasure, staying
more than 24 hours but less than a year.



31. …that has been
challenged/banned.

33. …set during a celebration. 32. …that’s a spy thriller. 

34. …with the author’s picture
on the back cover. 36. …with a Z in the title. 

50. …that includes “lesser-
known or little-known” history

37. …by an author
recommended on Literature
Map based off your favorite

 author. 

40. …that’s a parody. 

49. …from the Mountain Home
Library Book Club 2026 reading

list.

39. …published in 2026. 

42. …you’ve anticipated reading. 41. …from the YA/teen section. 

43. …that was published the
year you were born.

45. …that’s Pop Culture
Nonfiction.

48. …that’s genre-bending.46. …set in or by an author
from Michigan, U.S.’s 26  state.th

44. …set on a ranch or farm.

47. …by an author with
Indigenous heritage. 

38. ...nonfiction, about
something you fear. 

35. …that includes a robot. 

22. …to complete a trilogy
(Bk #1)

24. …to complete a trilogy
(Bk #3)

23. …to complete a trilogy
(Bk #2)

25. …with more than a million
copies sold. 

27. …you’ve suggested to
someone but have not read

yourself.

26. …from the ICfL Let’s Talk
About It Program

 Pages & Palates book list.

28. …about the Declaration of
 Independence. 

29. …chosen off the shelf by a
child too young to read. 

Fill in each space with the title, author, and date book is completed.

30. …you bought in 2025 but
have not read yet. 

**If you have read everything you bought,
reward yourself with a book of your choice. 


