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Photography 
Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines that balance the privacy rights of library staff and 

patrons with the reasonable use of cameras for photography and recording on library property.  

For the purposes of this policy: 

• “Photography” includes still images 

• “Recordings” includes video, audio, and live streaming  

• “Specialized equipment” includes, but is not limited to, tripods, lighting equipment, external 

microphones, and other equipment that may impede movement, create noise, or disrupt 

normal library use.  

General Principles 

The Library is a “limited public forum” under Idaho Code Ann. § 18-6702 and the First Amendment. As 

such, the Library may impose reasonable restrictions on expressive activities, including photography and 

recording, when such restrictions are consistent with the Library’s mission and are necessary to:  

• Protect the safety and privacy of patrons and staff 

• Prevent disruption of library services 

• Ensure equitable access to library spaces and resources 

Individuals in public areas of the Library should be aware that they may be incidentally captured in 

photographs or recordings taken by others. 

Photography and Recordings by Library Patrons 

Permitted Activities 

Photography and recording are permitted in publicly accessible areas of the Library for personal, non-

commercial use, provided that: 

• Only handheld or non-specialized equipment is used 

• The activity does not disrupt library operations 

• The activity does not interfere with patron or staff use of the Library  

No permission is required for casual photography or recording under these conditions 

Restricted Activities 

Photography or recording is not permitted: 

• In non-public areas, including restrooms and staff-only spaces 

• In any manner that blocks walkways, exits, entrances, or access to library resources 

• In a way that disrupts library operations or programs 

• In a manner that is harassing, intimidating, threatening, or intrusive

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title18/T18CH67/SECT18-6702/
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-1/
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Photography or recording that intentionally targets or singles out specific individuals without their 

consent, in a way that would reasonably cause discomfort or invade privacy is prohibited. 

Minors 

Photography or recording that intentionally focuses on a minor (under age 18) should be conducted only 

with the consent of their parent or legal guardian. 

This provision does not prohibit the incidental capture of minors in public areas. 

Specialized Equipment 

Use of specialized equipment requires prior approval from the Library Director or designee. Requests 

should be made at least 24 hours in advance and may be approved, denied, or conditioned based on: 

• Space limitations 

• Safety considerations 

• Impact on library operations 

Commercial Photography and Recording 

Commercial photography or recording – including media production, promotional content, or any 

activity intended for financial gain – requires prior written approval from the Library Director or 

designee. 

Approved commercial activities may be subject to: 

• Scheduling restrictions 

• Location limitations 

• Additional requirements, including agreements or proof of insurance 

Permission may be denied if the activity is inconsistent with the Library’s mission or would interfere with 

normal operations. 

Approval does not imply Library endorsement of any product, service, or message. 

Exterior Photography 

Photography and recording of the Library’s exterior and grounds are permitted, provided that such 

activity does not obstruct entry to or exit from the building or otherwise interfere with Library 

operations. 

Staff Authority and Enforcement 

Failure to comply with staff direction may result in removal from Library property in accordance with 

Library policies.
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Library staff may: 

• Ask individuals to cease photography or recording 

• Require relocation or modification of activity 

• Revoke permission previously granted  

Photography and Recording by Library Staff 

The Library may photograph or record programs, events, and activities for purposes including, but not 

limited to: 

• Publicity 

• Marketing 

• Documentation 

• Educational use 

Images and recordings may be used in print or digital formats, including the Library’s website, social 

media, and other communications. 

Notice and Opt-Out 

The Library will make reasonable efforts to notify the public when photography or recording is occurring 

at programs or events. (Signage inside the library, library publicity) 

Individuals who do not wish to be photographed or recorded should inform Library staff, complete a 

Denial of Consent form and will be accommodated when reasonably possible. 

Use of Images 

• The Library will not identify individuals by name without their consent 

• Individuals under age 18 will not be identified without written permission from a parent or 

guardian 

This policy applies to photography and recording conducted both within the Library and at Library-

sponsored events held offsite. 

Law Enforcement and Legal Requests 

Photography, recording, or surveillance conducted by law enforcement or pursuant to legal process 

must comply with applicable laws and Library policies regarding patron privacy and confidentiality. 

Right to Modify or Revoke Permission 

The Library reserves the right to modify, restrict, or revoke permission for photography or recording at 

any time if such activity: 

• Violates this policy 

• Interferes with Library operations 

• Compromises the safety, privacy, or comfort of patrons or staff
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Mountain Home Public Library 

Minor Photo / Video / Audio Denial of Consent Form 

Name of Minor (Child): __________________________________________ Age of Minor: __________ 

Name of Parent/Legal Guardian: __________________________________ 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________ 

Email Address: _________________________________________________ 

Statement of Non-Consent 

I, the undersigned parent or legal guardian of the minor named above, do NOT grant permission to the 

Mountain Home Public Library (“Library”) to photograph, video record, or audio record my child. 

I understand that by signing this form: 

• The Library and its representatives are instructed to exclude my child from any photography, 

filming, or audio recording during Library programs or events. 

• My child’s image or voice will not be used in promotional materials, print publications, social 

media, or digital communications. 

• It is my responsibility to notify Library staff of my child's presence at specific events to ensure 

this denial of consent is honored. 

Scope of Denial 

(Please check one) ☐ I deny permission for all Library-related programs and events. 

☐ I deny permission only for the following specific program/event: __________________________ 

Duration of Denial 

This denial of consent remains in effect: ☐ Indefinitely 

☐ For one year from the date of signature 

☐ Until the following date: __________________________ 

Signature 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________ 

Printed Name: _________________________________________________ 

Date: __________________________ 

For Library Use Only Program/Event Name: _____________________________________________ 

Staff Member Processing Form: _____________________________ Date Received: ___________ 


