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Request for Reconsideration of Materials Form 
 

Mountain Home Public Library  

Request for Reconsideration of Library Material Form 

Patrons wishing to contest the appropriateness of library material, all questions must be answered on 

the following form for each Mountain Home Public Library material in question. Completed Request for 

Reconsideration of Library Material forms must be submitted by means mentioned previously in Policy 

Section 5.00, Number 5.02, page 2, Section B. Requests for Reconsideration will be placed on the next 

regular meeting agenda of the Library Board of Trustees and a formal review process, as outlined in the 

Library Policy Manual, Section 5.00 – Collection Development Policy, will be initiated.  

I. Section 1 – Request for Reconsideration of Materials 

Type of material: adult fiction ____       juvenile nonfiction ____  teen nonfiction ____ 

             adult nonfiction ____  juvenile fiction ____  teen fiction ____ 

             periodical ____  Audio ____ CD ____      DVD ____ 

other _________________________________________________________________________ 

  description 

Title: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Author/Performer: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Publisher/Copyright Date: ____________________________________________________________ 

This request for reconsideration is being initiated by: 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address, City, State, Zip 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: ____________________________       Alternate Phone: ___________________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Preferred means of contact (Circle one):  E-mail  Phone  Mail 

Are you a minor? (Ages 13-17) (Circle one):     Yes No 

Are you filing this request on behalf of a dependent minor?    Yes No 

Do you have a child or children under the age of 18?      Yes      No
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Do you represent: Yourself _____     Group _____     Organization ____ 

If you are representing an organization, please include name, phone & contact information:  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have legal representation? (Circle One):      Yes No 

If yes, who are they and how do we contact them? __________________________________________ 

Do you have a current Mountain Home Public Library card?     Yes      No 

Did you obtain the material from the Mountain Home Public Library collection?  Yes No 

Did you personally check out, request, or use the material that is the subject of   Yes No      

this request? 

Prior to completing this form, have you spoken to the Library Director?    Yes      No 

Please complete all of the following questions regarding the material you are challenging. You may 

add another sheet of paper as needed.  

1. Have you read, listened to, or viewed the entire work you are challenging?  

Yes ____ No ____ 

 

If no, please stop at this point until you have viewed/listened or read the entire work. 

 

2. What do you find inappropriate with the material you wish to address? Please include specific 

citations and page numbers. Use additional sheets if necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Fully describe what you have based your objections upon. Use additional sheets if necessary.
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4. What effects do you feel you have encountered as a direct result of reading, listening to, or 

viewing this work?  

 

 

 

 

5. What parts of the material do you think are accurate and valuable? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What do you believe the theme of this material to be? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Are you aware of judgements of this material by professional critics? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. For what age group would you recommend this material? 
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9. What action do you request the Library Board take regarding this material? 

 

 

 

10. Do you feel this work would be of interest to others who do not share your viewpoint and, if 

so, what do you feel would result from allowing others access to the materials?  

 

 

 

 

 

Note: In conformance with the American Library Association Library Bill of Rights, it is the Mountain 

Home Public Library’s express obligation to provide materials and information presenting all points of 

view on current and historical issues and thereby resist abridgment of free expression and free access 

to ideas. Library policy has been based on the belief that in order to prevent censorship, materials 

should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.  

11. In light of this philosophy, could you suggest a viable alternative to the removal of this 

material from the library’s collection?  

 

 

 

12. What would you recommend as a replacement material to convey the scope of the subject in 

question? Please include specific title, author, publisher, copyright, cost, and professional 

review information. 
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13. Is there any additional information that the Library Board should be aware of while reviewing 

your request? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By signing and submitting this section of the form I understand that I am 

making a formal request to the Mountain Home Public Library about a 

Material they have made available. I have reviewed the Material as a 

whole and in the context in which it is used. 

I acknowledge that this document will become a public record as soon as 

it is received by the Library Director and will be posted to the library’s 

website. 
 

 

Signature         Date 



Policy Section 5.00 

Number 5.02a 
page 6/8 

Effective 6/20/2024 

Revised 6/04/2026 

Reviewed 6/04/2026 

 
 

II. Section 2 – Complaints Alleging Materials Harmful to Minors 

FILLING OUT AND SUBMITTING THIS SECTION OF THE FORM CONSTITUTES WRITTEN NOTICE PURSUANT 

TO THE “CHILDREN’S SCHOOL AND LIBRARY PROTECTION ACT.” 

[     ] Initial this box and fill out this section if you intend for this form to constitute Written Notice 

pursuant to Idaho Code § 18-1517B(3).  By initialing this box, you affirm:  

(1) your belief that the Materials are Materials “Harmful to Minors” as defined by Idaho Code 18-

1514(6) and Mountain Home Public Library policy; and 

(2) you have read or viewed the entire work; and 

(3)  you request the Materials be relocated to a section designated for adults only within sixty (60) 

days of the Mountain Home Public Library’s receipt of this notice.  

Idaho Code § 18-1514 defines material harmful to minors as the following:   

“Harmful to minors” means the quality of any material, when it:   

(a) Taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest of adolescent minors as judged by the 

average person, applying contemporary community standards; and  

(b) Depicts or describes representations or descriptions of nudity, sexual conduct, sexual 

excitement, or sado-masochistic abuse which are patently offensive to prevailing standards in 

the adult community with respect to what is suitable material for minors and includes, but is not 

limited to, patently offensive representations or descriptions of:  

(i) Intimate sexual acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated; or  

(ii) Masturbation, excretory functions or lewd exhibition of the genitals or genital area.   

 

Nothing herein contained is intended to include or proscribe any matter which, when considered 

as a whole, and in context in which it is used, possesses serious literary, artistic, political or 

scientific value for adolescent minors.”  

Idaho Code § 18-1514 defines “sexually explicit” as the following: 

“Sexually explicit” means the quality of any material when it contains erotic depictions of nudity, 

depicts sexual conduct or sado-masochistic abuse, or contains any explicit and detailed 

description or narrative account of sexual excitement, sexual conduct, or sado-masochistic 

abuse. “Sexually explicit” shall not include diagrams about anatomy for scientific education, 

religious books such as the Bible and the Torah, or content relating to classical works of art. 

 

[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE]

https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title18/T18CH15/SECT18-1517/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title18/T18CH15/SECT18-1514/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title18/T18CH15/SECT18-1514/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title18/T18CH15/SECT18-1514/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title18/T18CH15/SECT18-1514/
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a. Complainant’s Information.  

 

i. Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

ii. Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

b. Complainant’s Formal Request.  

 

i. Please fill out Section I of this form. The information you provide will be an important part of 

the Mountain Home Public Library’s review of the Materials.  

 

ii. How did you, or your dependent Minor, obtain the Material?   

Please include the format of the Material and confirm the Material was obtained within the 

Mountain Home Public Library’s collection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

iii. In what ways do you believe the challenged Material meets the definition of “material 

harmful to minors” and “sexually explicit” as those terms are defined above?  Please state 

the basis of the claims and provide all explanation that may be helpful, including citations to 

the specific areas in the statute.  

 

 

a. How does the Material appeal to the prurient interests of minors, as judged by the 

average person applying contemporary community standards? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. In what ways is the Material patently offensive to prevailing standards in the adult 

community with regard to what is suitable for Minors? 
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c. Does the Material, when considered as a whole and in the context in which it is used 

possess serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value for Minors? Why or why 

not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d. How is the material “sexually explicit” as that term is defined above? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By signing and submitting this section of the form I understand that I am 

making a formal request to the Mountain Home Public Library about a 

Material they have made available. I have reviewed the Material as a 

whole and in the context in which it is used. 

I acknowledge that this document will become a public record as soon as 

it is received by the Library Director and will be posted to the library’s 

website. 

 

 

Signature         Date 


